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NYSATL

LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title:
American democracy: Jefferson, Madison and the Constitution.

NYS Learning Standard Area(s):

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	(
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	
	Intermediate
	(
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context
	LEVEL III: American democracy:  Jefferson, Madison and the Constitution. 

(Theory and structure of American government and the requirements for U.S. citizenship.)

· The main objective of this section is to review the theory and structure of U.S. government – and introduce the requirements of U.S. citizenship to eligible participants.  The section is divided into two parts: Part I centers on introducing the American system of government and involves a review of the founding fathers. Part II covers the requirements of citizenship itself and should rely on existing resources, both hardcopy and interactive (internet).
· Note that Part I is framed as a series of related questions and discussion. A basic American government vocabulary should be developed as the questions are addressed. 
·  For Part II, the competency is an understanding of requirements for citizenship. 
· This is a core element of the civics curriculum in that it aims to help participants gain a basic understanding of the American system of government while preparing eligible participants for citizenship. Part I of this section should cover the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. system of government while Part II (when applicable) should cover the requirements of U.S. citizenship.  


	· Social Studies Standard 1, 5:  History of the United States and New York, Civics, Citizenship and Government


	
	
	
	· 

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 


	iii.
	Procedure
	PART I:

The section should be given IN ENGLISH and should incorporate an effort to have class participants read passages from the American Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. This section should be prefaced however, with the questions and concepts that were discussed in levels I and II. Because some class participants will have entered Level III without the benefit of participating in discussion of civics covered in Levels I and II, it is important that this section begin with at least some of the basic questions that concern why men and women live together in groups and find themselves organized into cultures (Level I), as well as obtain a grounding of the basic principles of natural rights democracy (Level II).  After reviewing Levels I and II, teachers should proceed to an analysis of the U.S. system of government. At minimum, the following questions should be discussed:    

· Essentially, what did the Declaration of Independence say and why was (and is) this statement so important?  (especially the preamble, and the first few passages).

· What is the Constitution of the United States, what is its essential purpose and how does it aim to achieve this purpose?

· What is the Bill of Rights and why were they added to the Constitution as “amendments”?  

· Identify three U.S. Founding Fathers – what positions did each take regarding the formation of the United States. (focus on Jefferson, Madison and Hamilton)

· What are “separation of powers” as laid out in the Constitution? 

· Review the three branches of government as elaborated in the U.S. Constitution? 

· How has the U.S. government evolved over the years?

· What are some ways it evolved from its original intent and structure and why?
· Is it consistent with what some of the founders had in mind; what is; what is not consistent?
· What is federalism? How has the United States incorporates federalism into is political system.  
· What is a state constitution? Review the constitution of New York State. Compare and contrast with the U.S. Constitution.   

PART II: The requirements for U.S. citizenship
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	v.
	Time Required
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	
	· 

	vii
	student work
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	viii
	reflection
	Unlike Levels I and II of the civics curriculum, Level III is less an exploration of the phenomenon of human integration and notions of the “law of nature”– than an effort to review the fundamental principles, structure and key theorists of the American democratic system of government. So much of our system of government is theoretically grounded in natural rights democracy that we have attempted in Levels I and II to outline the basis of natural law and early democratic theory.  Hopefully, we have laid the groundwork for next task: an examination of the practice of American government.  

   As citizenship per se is more meaningful when approached in the context of the American system of government, this section also outlines (in Part II) the requirements of citizenship for eligible participants. From this perspective, Level III should be seen as the core element of civics component if the overall ESL/Civics curriculum.         


	· 
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