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NYSATL

LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title:
DEMOCRACY
Standard Area(s) :

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	(
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	
	Intermediate
	
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context
	Students will be able to understand and contrast democracy with other forms of government and to use appropriate democracy-related  vocabulary

Students will be able to pronounce, read, and use democracy-related vocabulary.


	· New York State Learning Standard; Social Studies Standard 1, 5

	
	
	
	

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	Elicit a summary of the lesson from the students.  Summary questions: What is democracy?  What are        the key democratic ideas?  Where does the US government get its structure and power?  Have student’s     list one thing that they learned on their writing pad. Have students come to the chalkboard to list an item.


	

	
	
	
	


	iii.
	Procedure
	1. After completing the anticipatory set, write “People = Democracy” on the board.  Ask students what you mean by that.  After they respond, have them refer to the “Democracies” chart and review each category.  Explain to them that in a democracy it is the people that are in control of both government and their own lives.

2. Introduce the concept of a Representative Democracy.  Ask if anyone in the class is a citizen and whether they have voted. Ask whether they voted in their own country.

3. Review the “Key Democratic Ideas” sheet by having different students read paragraphs aloud. 

Review the vocabulary relating to democracy by writing it on the chalkboard, and modeling the pronunciation. The class will repeat the pronunciation.

4. Have students complete the Activity Sheet and review it when they have finished.

5. Introduce the meaning and origin of “The Constitution.”  “The Constitution” reading with the students.  Emphasize that the Constitution is the law of the land.  Emphasize that it says what the structure and powers of the national government are.  Also, emphasis that the government only has the powers that 1s in the Constitution.  

6. Have students answer questions and review the answers pertaining to the Constitution 

7. Finish with the Three Levels chart.  Review the chart and explain that future lessons will discuss the structure and scope of each of these governments.

	

	
	
	
	

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	
	

	
	
	
	

	v.
	Time Required
	
	

	
	
	
	

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	Handouts:    1. Democracies chart;   2.  Key Democratic Ideas sheet;  3. Activity Sheet – Key Democratic Ideals, “The Constitution” reading and activity sheet;  3 Levels of Govt. chart,

Overhead Projector
	

	
	
	
	

	vii.
	Student Work
	
	

	
	
	
	

	viii
	Reflection
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