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LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title: Natural Law, Democracy and competing forms of political organization
Standard Area(s) (Only list those standard area(s) addressed through your learning experience’s assessment):

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	(
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	(
	Intermediate
	
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context
	· LEVEL II of the civics component of the ESL/Civics curriculum picks up the notion of civics where Level I left off: It outlines the development of natural law and its connection to democratic thought, but also outlines competing forms of state-centered political organization. 

While the primary focus is the origin and nature of democratic thought, competing forms of government (socialism, communism, authoritarianism and fascism) should be used for contrast and comparison.
	· New York State Learning Standard: Social Studies 1, 5

	
	
	
	

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	
	

	
	
	
	


	iii.
	Procedure
	Level II of the civic curriculum has three sections and a number of activities related to each section. The three sections are: 

Section (1) Natural Law and its origins

Section (2) Natural law and the development of democratic thought 

Section (3) Competing forms of political community. 

Begin the section with a discussion of natural law:

· The earliest forms of democratic thought were based on the existence of a law of nature which asserted that every citizen had “inalienable rights” and an equal claim to freedom and civic participation in government. The philosophical underpinnings of natural law were laid down by God, proscribed by nature or ordained by reason. Essentially, a philosophical tradition begins in the period of ancient Greece with Socrates and Aristotle, is picked up again in middle ages with St. Thomas Aquinas, continues on with Tomas Hobbes – and particularly with the thinking of John Locke – and reaches its apex with the Declaration of Independence with its assertion that “all men are created equal and endowed by their creator with unalienable rights…and that among these rights are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” The scope of natural law therefore extends from early  Greece that forward varying pre-Christian, Christian and non religious perspectives were able to come to terms and assert that a “universal law” existed which was common to all men.    Importantly for this discussion, the clear evolutionary link between early natural law thinking and the emergence of democratic thought should be emphasized.  

· There have been many contributors to natural law, both ancient and modern. Indeed, one the most important modern contributors was John Locke.
· Who were some of the principle theorists of democratic thought; what were some of viewpoints that they held? 


	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	v.
	Time Required
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	
	· 

	vii
	student work
	
	· 

	
	
	
	· 

	viii
	reflection
	Our overall aim of this section is to review the origins and basic tenets of natural law and to demonstrate connection between natural rights and democratic thinking. In particular, we hope this will lead to a better, if not more theoretical understanding of American democratic thought and practice that covered in Level III of the civics component of the ESL/Civics curriculum. 

	· 








Long Island Regional Peer Review
1
Learning Experience Outline


_1081588526.doc


Long �Island 







 







Partners for�Educational�Peer�Review







 







































 











 











 











Educators Supporting Each Other
















