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NYSATL

LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title:
The Federal Government: Basic Principles

Standard Area(s):

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	(
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	
	Intermediate
	
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context
	Students will be able to identify and explain the basic principles of the US government as well as their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

Students will be able to:

-Read for cause and effect

-Write for response to a question

-Listen for following instructions

-Speak for response
	· New York State Learning Standards: Social Studies Standard 1, 5

	
	
	
	

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	Summary questions:  (Elicit answers from class) 

1. What are the basic principles of our government?

2. Why were these principles created?

3. How are the rights of Americans protected?

4. List one thing you learned from this lesson.

Closure Activities:

1.  Discussion question:  How are your rights protected in your country?  What safeguards are in place to prevent the government in your country form becoming too powerful?


	

	
	
	
	


	iii.
	Procedure
	Anticipatory Set:  Question:  What can happen when governments get too much power?  Explain that the people that created our federal government tried in many different ways to prevent one person or group from getting too powerful.

Learning Activities:
1. Distribute “The Basic Principles of Our Government” sheet and have students take turns reading paragraphs aloud.  Explain that they will complete several activities that should make these concepts clearer.  Remind students that all of these principles have one common theme:  To limit the power of government and make sure that the rights of the people are not taken away.

2. Distribute “A Balance of Power” sheet and review with students.  Explain to students that part of the job of each branch involves limiting the power of the other branches.  As you go over each item, indicate how it is an example of what you just explained.  Let students complete the questions and review them when they are finished.

3. Distribute the “Federalism” Venn diagram and “A Federal Government” worksheet.  After reviewing each item, explain that the federal government and state governments have specific and different responsibilities.  However, they share certain powers-really the ability to do their jobs (ex. Make laws and collect taxes).  Have students complete the worksheet and review it when finished.

4. Distribute the “Bill of Rights” activity sheet.  Review the Bill or Rights with students making sure that they understand their rights.  Have students complete the activity in groups.
	

	
	
	
	

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	
	

	
	
	
	

	v.
	Time Required
	
	

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	Computer on wheels

Basic principles of our government sheet; Balance of power activity; Federalism Venn Diagram and activity sheet; Bill of Rights sheet; Rights and Responsibilities sheet; Ideas for Carrying Out Your Responsibilities worksheet.
	

	vii
	student work
	
	

	
	
	
	

	viii
	reflection
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