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NYSATL

LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title:
The Importance of Voting
Standard Area(s) (Only list those standard area(s) addressed through your learning experience’s assessment):

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	(
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	
	Intermediate
	
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context
	Objective:
Students will develop an awareness of the struggles of different groups in the U.S. to win their right to vote

Students will be able to explain the importance of voting
	· NYS Learning standards:

· Social Studies Standard 5

	
	
	
	

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	The students will complete the activities and be able to explain why changes were needed in the original voting laws.
Students will work in groups to assist each other in comprehension and writing.

Students will read and express their opinions using the Op-Ed worksheet.
Evaluation is on a 4,3,2,1, scale, 4 being equivalent to a standard American English response, with few errors and strong vocabulary skills
	

	
	
	
	


	iii.
	Procedure
	A. Students will read and discuss worksheet 5A, and then explain the answers to the following questions:
1. What headline did you give this worksheet?  Why?  Can you think of another headline?

2. What information do we get from this worksheet?

3. How did the laws passed by many of the southern states make it difficult for black people to vote?

4. Why do you think it took so long to get the right to vote?

5. Why do you think that young people over 18 were the last to get the right to vote?

6. Should 16 year olds have the right to vote?

B. Distribute worksheet 5B to all the students and divide them into four groups.  Each group will take one reading.  Each group will get one copy of worksheet 5C and students will work together to complete the exercise.  One person from each group will be chosen as the spokesperson.

C.  A full class discussion will follow.  Questions that will be asked are:

1. What did we learn from these worksheets about how the different group gained voting rights?

2. Would you participate in a hunger strike to gain the right to vote?

3. Why was Fanny Hamer willing to lose her job to gain the right to vote?

4. Why is the right to vote so important?


	

	
	
	
	

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	The students can use bilingual dictionaries, with teacher assisting where needed.
	

	
	
	
	

	v.
	Time Required
	Introduction and discussion of vocabulary (15 min)
Worksheet 5A (20 min) and discussion (15 min)

Group activity -  four groups (30 min)

(Using Worksheets B&C)

Reporting and assessment (30 min)

Wrap-up and discussion (10 min)
	

	
	
	
	

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	Photocopied pages from “Electing the Nation’s President; A Curriculum Resource Guide.”  NY92 The New York Times, Scholastic
	Need to list specific worksheets cited in the procedure section – Op Ed, 5A, 5B, 5C 

	vii
	student work
	
	

	
	
	
	

	viii
	reflection
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