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LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title:
The U.S Government
Standard Area(s) :

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	
	Intermediate
	
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context
	Objectives:

Students will participate in a pre-reading strategy that will help them realize how much they already know about the U.S. Government and engage them in reading about the different branches of government.


	TESOL Standard
English Language Arts Standards 1, 2 & 3:  


	
	
	
	

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	Discuss the similarities and differences between the U.S. government and the government of students’ countries.  Have students create a Venn Diagram listing similarities and differences between the governments.  Have students share diagrams with the class.

EXAMPLE -
The U.S. Government

“KWL Chart”

What I Know

What I Want to know

What I Learned

The U.S. is a democracy.

What does Congress do?


	

	
	
	
	


	iii.
	Procedure
	1. Have students brainstorm what they know about the branches of government.

2. Introduce the KWL chart-have students fill in what they know under “what I know”.  Generate questions about what students want to know about the U.S. government and fill in chart under “what I want to know”.  Have students label last column “what I learned” to fill out after reading.

3. Have students read about the three branches of government silently, fill in learned column and complete exercises in the handbook.

4. When finished have class read together, go over exercises and complete the KWL chart.

Have students share what they learned and answer any unanswered questions
	

	
	
	
	

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	
	

	
	
	
	

	v.
	Time Required
	
	

	
	
	
	

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	 Handbook for Citizenship text by Margaret Seely, pages 50-60.  KWL chart and  Venn Diagram for follow up lesson.


	

	vii.
	Student Work
	
	

	
	
	
	

	viii
	reflection
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