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NYSATL

LEARNING EXPERIENCE OUTLINE
Title:
The American Flag

Standard Area(s) (Only list those standard area(s) addressed through your learning experience’s assessment):

	
	The Arts
	
	Health, Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science
	
	Social Studies

	
	Career Development & Occupational Studies
	
	Languages Other Than English
	
	English For Speakers Of Other 

	
	English Language Arts
	
	Mathematics, Science and Technology
	
	Languages


Check the level at which this learning experience will be implemented:

	
	Elementary
	
	Intermediate
	
	Commencement/Advanced
	
	Alternate (Student with Disabilities)


	i.
	Learning context


	Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.  

Performance Indicator – This will be evident when students identify the parts of the flag. 

This learning experience fits into        American customs in the United States.

Need to be familiar with the American flag to succeed with this learning experience.


	· NYS Learning Standards: 
· Social Studies 1, 5


	
	
	
	

	ii.
	Assessment Plan
	A) Techniques used to collect evidence of student progress toward meeting the learning standard and performance indicators will be group discussion and analytical questions.

B) Tools used to document the adult learner progress will be a checklist for flag project (attached), and a self-created flag, representing personal beliefs, also a taped performance of the presentation of the self-created flag. 


	

	
	
	
	


	iii.
	Procedure
	1. Teach the vocabulary such as star, stripes, field, colonies, states

2. Ask the students to name the colors of the American flag.  Explain that we say the colors in a certain order.  “Red, White, and Blue”.  Tell how each color has a special meaning.  In the American flag, for instance, the blue stands for justice, the white stands for purity, and the red stands for courage.  Put these terms into words the students can understand using examples.  For example, justice means fairness, purity means clean, and courage means not afraid.

3. Explain how the symbols on the flag are also important.  The American flag has fifty stars, one for each state in the United States.  The thirteen stripes stand for the first thirteen colonies.

4. Explain that the song “The Star Spangled Banner” is our National Anthem.  List events and times when this is sung (see attached song).  Teacher may want to play audio cassette (optional).

5. Brainstorm with the students some of the items that are special to them.  Have them create a personal or class flag.  You might also teach the meanings of the colors commonly used on flags so that students can choose colors for their designs.

· Blue - fairness, faithfulness, sincerity

· Black - grief, feeling very badly

· Green - hope

· Orange - strength, being strong

· Purple - high rank (like president, king or queen).

· Red - courage, not being afraid, braveness

· Red purple - sacrifice

· Silver or White - faith, purity

· Yellow or Gold - honor, loyalty

6.  After the students create their own flag or class flag, they will present the final product to the class/teacher.


	

	
	
	
	

	iv.
	Instructional/ Environmental Modifications
	Modifications -To accommodate an ESL low level learner, the following manipulative should be available:

(Instructional) – Bilingual dictionaries

(Physical) – Partner with a student who speaks the same language but who is at a higher level.


	

	
	
	
	

	v.
	Time Required
	· Planning – 20 minutes

· Implementation – one class period 3 hours

· Assessment – one class period 3 hours, following day


	

	
	
	
	

	vi.
	Resources and Budget 

	For Students – none

Teacher – copies

Materials: 

· American flag

· Star Spangled Banner hand out

· Audio cassette (optional)

· Construction paper

· Markers/Crayons/Pencils

· Glue

· Scissors

· Video camera (optional for assessment)


	

	vii
	student work
	
	

	
	
	
	

	viii
	reflection
	· Adapt the learning experience to the needs of various adult learners by grouping students according to levels or ability.  Students of lower ability will be directed by the teacher

· Attainment of the learning standards will be enabled by the teacher giving direct instruction

· This lesson was developed for the Social Studies learning standard indicator #1

By implementing this lesson, the teacher learned that adult ESL learners are not familiar with the parts and symbols of the American flag
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